
Valerie M. May  

Jan 11, 1931 - Dec 31, 2014  
Resided in Midland, MI  

Mrs. Valerie May from 
Midland, MI is Past National 
President AGSM, Inc. Her 
son, CPL Rollie M. 
Northouse, was with the 
"Black Knights" of C Troop 
3/5 CAV, 9th Inf. Div. Rollie 
died on 30 April 1968 in the 

Khe Sanh Area of Operation (AO).  

Joe Belardo remembers:  

Mom May is the reason we started "Operation Gold 
Star". I danced with her many years ago in WDC at the 
Veterans Day dance called “DMZ to Delta Dance” and 
asked her how DQS could help the Gold Star Moms? To 
my surprise she said they all wanted to go back to 
Vietnam for closure. I then had John Huelsenbeck dance 
with her and he got the same response.... the rest is 
history.  
 
Mrs. May said to me: "I've had the dream of going to 
Vietnam, but I guess that is just what it is, a dream. 
Social Security won't go far enough to cover this, and 
my little savings had better stay where it is for 
emergencies. This would clear out my savings and 
more!" Then, talking about Gold Star Mothers traveling 
to Viet Nam with DQS, Mrs. May wrote, "As we are not 
getting any younger and age of course brings on health 
problems, the sooner this could be arranged the better." 
 
I am proud of my DQS Brothers for making her and the 
other NDQSA Gold Star Mothers' dreams come true. 
 
Bruce Geiger adds: 
Valerie May was among the four GSM's that made the 
first of five Operation Gold Star trips to Vietnam 
beginning in 2000 along with NDQSA escort brothers 
John Huelsenbeck (and wife Sally), George 
Nagelschmidt, Jim Smith, Ed Allen and myself. These 
courageous women have become surrogate moms for 
those of us that were honored to fulfill their dream of 

traveling to Vietnam to 'walk in their sons' footsteps'. 
Valerie May will be fondly remembered by all who 
knew her. Valerie is on the right (2000) 

 
Sam Hopkins adds: 
Thank you (Joe) and John (H) for honoring Mrs. Valerie 
May and all Gold Star Mothers by instigating the 
NDQSA escorted trips to Vietnam for their benefit.  
 
The two highlights of my career were to accompany the 
Operation Gold Star trip in 2004, and conduct the 
military funeral at Arlington for COL William Brandt. 
 
The NDQSA has been vital for fulfilling our roles of 
serving our country that began when we wore uniforms 
in a foreign land. For God and country. 

Paul Kopsick: I saw Valerie for the last time on 
Veteran’s Day 2014. She was looking frail but it did not 
deter her from sitting front row center while then 
Defense Secretary Hagel made his remarks to the crowd. 
Afterwards, as was our tradition in NDQSA, I offered to 
escort her to the panel on The Wall where her son’s 
name was listed. She already had an escort but I stayed 
around to make sure her completed her annual mission. 
Her dedication and perseverance to the memory of her 
son is a testament to the wonderful lady she was. 
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