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President’s Message — Joe Belardo
Dear NDQSA Members,

| want to thank all our NDQSA brothers and sisters for attending our June 2025 San
Antonio River Walk reunion. | apologize to everyone for not being able to attend this
fabulous reunion and cancelling at the last minute. Sadly, | was having trouble with
my left leg, and it turned out to be a blood clot. So, no flying for me. | was blessed
that our 1stVice President Rick Liebendorfer stepped up to the plate and
volunteered to be the host of the reunion and chair the board meetings. We all
should thank Bruce Geiger and Doug Hemphill for making all the arrangements for
the hotel, trips, banquet food and the DJ. Thank you, Bruce and Doug, for a great job
and making this another very successful reunion. Then there is our fantastic golden
voiced auctioneer, Paul Hanson, who always gives us all a very enjoyable night at the auction. Thank
you, Paul. Our 2026 reunion will be Wednesday September 30t - Sunday October 4t in Louisville,
Kentucky. The January 2026 newsletter will have all the hotel information. At the reunion we had results
of our board of directors election, and | am thrilled for our association that we continue to have and
keep the very best on our board. Please remember, any paid member can run for any officer or board
member’s position. These are your new board of directors, reach out to them a give them a giant
“Congratulations.”

God Bless All My Brothers and Sisters,

Joe

Bob Cuce E/41 Quads Bruce Geiger A&B 1/44th Roger Giza 4/60t Paul Hanson E/41 Quads
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Phil Hosey E/41 Quads Gary Severln D/71 Quads Ed Tidwell 1/29thS/L



Operation Riverwalk - San Antonio, Texas - Reunion 2025

The National Dusters, Quads & Searchlights Association held its 42" annual reunion in San Antonio,
Texas, June 4-8, 2025. Over 120 attended the event, counting family and friends. There were 57 members
at the annual meeting, including first-time attendees; Don Pryor B-29 SLT (68-69), Max Hill C/1/44 (66-
67), Ken Aldrich D/1/44 (67-68), Felix Gonzalez A/1/44 (68-69), and David Byers A/1/44 (68-69).

The San Antonio River Walk area was a beautiful location for the reunion as attested to by Vickie McCray.
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Thursday'’s trip was to the Nimitz Museum of the Pacific with plenty of time to see everything and plenty of
time for lunch before the bus ride back to the hotel. One of the exhibits was the fully restored PT-309,
nicknamed "Oh Frankie," which is the only one to have seen actual combat service during World War Il. Its
armament included a 40mm Bofors gun aft. We were still shooting that WW Il Navy ammo in Vietnam.




Friday morning, we went sightseeing on our own. Many of us visited the Alamo. The Battle of the Alamo
was a pivotal event in the 1836 Texas Revolution. A small force of approximately 200 Texan defenders,
including frontiersmen Davy Crockett and James Bowie, held the fortified mission against a vastly larger
Mexican army led by General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna. "Remember the Alamo!" became a rallying cry.
We did not see any of memorabilia as depicted in the Gary Larson Far Side cartoon.




The banquet was on Friday night. In the
absence of our president, Joe Belardo,
due to health travel restrictions, other
members stepped up and it was a great
evening, Vice President Rick
Liebendorfer did a great job of
managing the evening and being our
master of ceremony. Doug and Lanh
Hemphill took over the Saint Barbara
and Molly Pitcher awards ceremony
when Vince Tedesco and Suzanne could
not attend. The food was good, and the
table conversations were even better.
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Saint Barbara medals were presented to (left to right) Molly Pitcher awards were received by (left to
Phil Hosey, Sam Hopkins, Earl (Tex) Holt, Pete Cheney right) Lynne Cheney, Lanh Hemphill (who was
and Noel Brown. also our presenter), and Terri Holt.

Our Speakers

The highlight of the evening was the guest speakers. Instead of the usual speakers, the evening was
focused on Quad 50’s and their service in Vietham. Jackie Carver, who has talked about his experiences at
several active-duty events and is always well received, told us some of his wild adventures during his time
with the 1st Calvary Division. Bob Lauver talked about the battle for Hue during the 1968 offensive and the
Quad support to the Marines. Then Barney Barnes, a United States Marine friend who fought in that
engagement, told his story about the importance of the support they received from the Quads and the
Dusters during those critical days in gaining control of the Nguyen Hoang Bridge over the Perfume River,
and the battle for the Citadel.



A Moment in Time

Bob Lauver wanted the story of the Quad 50 in the Vietnam War to be remembered in history, and what
better way to tell it than in a painting. Bob and his wife, Susan, had sought out a local artist, Ana Truqui, for
a portrait of one their dogs, but Bob knew she would be perfect for a painting related to his Quad 50 action
during the Battle of Hue. She agreed and after many drafts, it was finished. Bob and his Marine friend,
Barney Barnes, presented it at the Friday night banquet of the 2025 NDQSA reunion.

Although you can find Bob’s full story on the NDQSA website, the following is a brief recap to understand
what happened.

On the evening of January 30th, 1968, Sergeant Bob Lauver and his two Quad 50s rolled into a marine
base camp at Phu Bai, South Vietnam. It was Tet, the lunar new year, and the NVA and Viet Cong used this
holiday to attack Hue along with Saigon and provincial capitals in the south. Hue was under siege. In the
morning of the 31st a reaction force was formed to move north on Highway 1 to the city which was divided
by the Perfume River with the ancient, walled Imperial Citadel on the north side and an urban area on the
south side. The mission was to cross the Nguyen Hoang bridge to relieve U.S. and ARVN forces in and
around the Citadel.

Included in the reaction force were two G-65 Quads, two Dusters of D/1/44, and two Marine companies,
A/1/1 and G/2/5. The enemy was everywhere, and they had to fight their way over the eight-mile trek to
the bridge, which had been partially disabled by enemy sappers. The marines were devastated by an

overwhelming enemy; Alpha 1/1 was down to half strength, so depleted Golf 2/5 was ordered to cross to
the north side. Golf made it to the apex of the bridge and was met with a hail of fire that stopped them in



their tracks. At this point, Bob’s Quad 50 was fighting on the south side of the bridge when he was asked
by a Marine officer to give the G/2/5 Marines some help. His well-known response was “Let’s go,” and his
Quad moved over the bridge and began firing at enemy positions in houses that lined the street in front of
them and the wall of the Citadel to their left.

With the incoming fire suppressed Lauver noticed an enemy bunker to his left side which was Killing
Marines. The firepower of the Quad dismantled the bunker along with the help of Marine grenades. At this
point the Quad was low in ammo and only had one gun firing. The Quad turned around and returned to the
South side, picking up dead Marines along the way.

It was a mistake to even think of going into Hue as the strength of the fighting was totally with the enemy,
but the remainder of Golf 2/5 was ordered to continue to advance and penetrate the Citadel. The Marines
made it a block and a half and were hit by another ambush with the loss of seven more men. The trapped
marines had a choice to retreat over the bridge or be killed. They commandeered whatever local vehicles
they could find to carry their wounded and dead marines back while being constantly attacked.

The reunion photo shows Bob and Barney Barnes of G/2/5 holding a print with the original painting behind
them. The inscription on the print is:

A Moment in Time
1630 hrs. 31 January 1968 Hue, Vietham
Bob Lauver, G Battery, 65th Artillery “Quad Fifties”
Dedicated to the Marines of A/1/1 and G/2/5 who
fought and died this day
Artist, Ana Turqui

The picture is a dramatic portrayal showing the Quad firing all four barrels to destroy the enemy bunker
that had the marines pinned down not far from the Citadel. Details show the driver crouching down behind
the shot-up truck window and the spent .50 caliber casings scattered in front of the truck. The painting is a
tribute to the role of the four Quad 50 batteries that supported U.S. Forces during the Vietnam War, and it
is now part of NDQSA and U.S. Army history.

Barney Barnes was our guest at the reunion, and he was one of the squad leaders of G/2/5 who crossed
the bridge, and half of his squad was either wounded or Killed. It was the action of Bob’s Quad which
helped Barney and the marines to make it back. It's good see these two men standing together 57 years
after a day neither will forget.

Saturday Morning

On Saturday morning there was the annual membership business meeting and the ladies continental
breakfast. The minutes from the meeting are posted on the NDQSA website and will be published in a later
newsletter before the 2026 reunion. Jackie Carver stopped off at the ladies’ event, to make sure they were
being well taken care of by the Holiday Inn Riverside Hotel staff. We will blame the photo shoot as the
reason Jackie was the last one to answer roll call at the membership meeting although no one in either
picture seems to be complaining.



Saturday Night Auction

As usual the Saturday evening activities with the auction and raffle were a lot of fun. The board of directors
insists that reunions are self-sustaining, and money raised on Saturday night first goes to any
unanticipated reunion expenses not covered by the registration fees and cost sharing estimates. Above
that, any excess money goes into the treasury. This is only relevant because it sets the stage for a story as
told by Richard Burmood about the auction.

Rick Liebendorfer had brought blank season
greeting cards, which reunion attendees were
| coloring and then writing simple personal

S messages to any soldier. They are being sent
to an ADA Sergeant Major at Fort Sill who will
make sure they are distributed to soldiers who

& and | were sitting at a corner table working on
them during the auction. One of the last items
offered up by Paul Hanson, our fantastic
auctioneer, was a beautiful handmade king-size
quilt. Vickie McCray had been talking about it all
night and bidding slowly advanced to $450.
Vickie is mentally counting her money and
jumped to her limit of $500 hoping to scare
everyone off. Things hung there for a while
because it was worth more, but no one wanted
to take it from her. We have a couple of guys
who contribute a lot of money to the association
through the auction. Suddenly they entered the battle for the quilt. Bill Tuttle pushes it up, Jackie Carver
responds. All this is going on behind her, so she is now very disappointed. | could see the anguish on her
face with almost tears when she turned around, begging Bill to stop biding. He just smiles and keeps on

The Night of the Quilt

Players in this auction drama.

1. Jackie Carver - The trickster

2. PaulHanson -The auctioneer
getting a hug from Peg Penwell

3. Diana Cuce-The accomplice

4. Bill Tuttle — The co-conspirator

5. Dave McCray - The not-so-
innocent husband

6. Vickie McCray - The victim

As narrated by Richard Burmood



coloring. Then other people, like Diana Cuce started slipping money into the hand of either Jackie or Bill. At
one point Vickie asks her husband Dave for money, but he said no — that it's not worth it and besides she
has other quilts at home — but he had also already surreptitiously given money to Jackie. Finally, Bill quit
bidding and Jackie won the quilt. $1500 went into the treasure but Vickie is in tears. When Jackie goes up
to pick up the quilt, he grabs Vickie's hand and drags her along. When Jackie gave her the quilt, he said it
was to thank her for letting him talk to Dave every night. | am never surprised but always amazed at the
caring and generosity of this remarkable family. Every night when Vickie takes that quilt off their bed, she
will be reminded of the love of friends.

Jackie Carver passed away on September 6, 2025, from complications caused by an earlier automobile
accident. He was a good friend of the NDQSA and loved by all who knew him. Several association members
attended his funeral service in Dora, Alabama. "Together Then -Together Again" may he rest in peace.
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Reunion Video

Allan Penwell has produced a short video of the reunion. Your website committee registered NDQSA with
YouTube and created its own channel. Allan’s 2025 reunion video is the first one to go up there for all of
you to see.

Link to the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYGcDjlhrYI

NDQSA YouTube channel name: Dusters, Quads & SLTs, Association
Link to the Channel: https://www.youtube.com/@NDQSA

Google search engine key: NDQSA YouTube YouTube search: NDQSA

Short videos made by combining pictures with music are a great way to preserve your memories. We are
going to create a page on the https://ndgsa.com website that will link to videos stored on our YouTube
channel. We are hoping that many of you will start using the video making features of your phone or
computer to put together your Vietnam story in pictures. What is nice about the video is that there is no
expectation of labeling every picture with information. The number of photos you use in a scrapbook video
is directly related to your video's length and pace. A good rule of thumb is to allow at least 3-4 seconds per
photo to give viewers time to appreciate the image. People like short 60-second videos to just "flip-
through" images, but to tell your story you may want to plan for a 5-7-minute video with 5-8 seconds per
picture and 30 or more pictures. This is a great way to record your heritage and tell your Vietnam story. You
may want to make it Vietham and beyond, so you would include your family because they are very much a
part of who you are. Bottom line for us, please share those heritage videos for preservation on the website.
You can submit your videos to the website committee for review and posting. Please use the official email
address: ndgsaprojects@gmail.com

2026 Election Notice

The 2026 Election will be for the executive officer positions on the board of directors. Anyone who wants to
run for one of those offices needs to get in touch with Dave McCray because he is soliciting candidates
from the regular members. The only requirements are: 1) be an active member and 2) have a desire to
contribute to keeping this great organization running and supporting its membership.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYGcDj1hrYI
https://www.youtube.com/@NDQSA
https://ndqsa.com/
mailto:ndqsaprojects@gmail.com

Extremely Important Message
About Changes to Our Newsletter Policy

Dear NDQSA Brothers,

| hope this message finds you all well and as passionate as ever about our shared mission. | am writing on
behalf of our NDQSA Board of Directors to let you know about a very important change to our “Newsletter
Mailing Policy” that will take effect on January 1, 2026.

Why the Change?

We have been committed since the creation of NDQSA to mail a newsletter three times a year to all our
members on our mailing list, which is approximately 2300 members. In our newsletter, we have stories
from our members, reunion updates, other stories of interest and roster and dues updates. After the
newsletter, our veteran stories are stored at the Fort Sill history department and the vast Vietnam library of
Texas Tech.

One of the main reasons we are making changes is that a growing number of members have not been
paying their dues, which are an obligation of your membership and essential for covering our operational
expenses. Remember, we are a total volunteer association. No one gets paid and we are a non-profit
veterans organization.

Until now, we have continued to send newsletters to all members in the hope of encouraging participation
and gathering stories from our veterans who served with air defense units in Vietnam. In turn we hope you
take the time to update your Roster Update Form and pay your dues. Unless a newsletter is returned by
the post office, we usually do not know what happened to you or why. We certainly do not judge member
decisions or question their motivation for not paying dues and becoming inactive. However, with limited
resources, this approach is no longer sustainable.

What This Means for Newsletters

Going forward, “Newsletters will only be sent to Active Members” who are current with their dues. We
intend to be very generous with this grace period. We understand that this is a significant change, but it is
one we must make to ensure the longevity of NDQSA and its mission.

If you are up to date on your dues, you will continue to receive regular newsletters, your ballot packet for
voting, and updates on activities like the reunions.

Inactive members who have not paid their dues will no longer receive the newsletter until they become an
active member by paying their dues.

How to Stay Connected

We strongly encourage all members to remain active and involved. We try to make it very simple for our
members. In every newsletter is our Membership Dues and Roster Update Form. Please fill it out, choose
the type of dues you want to pay and can afford and mail it back to the address at the bottom of that page.

All members (active and inactive) are reminded that we post the newsletters on our website
www.ndgsa.com, and this decision is about cost and not about denying any member access to the
newsletter content.

Looking Ahead

Our primary focus now is the preservation of our heritage, not on growing the association. We are grateful
for your understanding and continued support as we adapt to these new circumstances and work together
to honor our legacy. Thank you for being a part of the National Dusters, Quads & Searchlights Association.

Friends Forever,
Joe Belardo, President NDQSA


http://www.ndqsa.com/

SEARCHLIGHT “B” BATTERY / 29™ ARTILLERY BATTLE STORY
By Searchlightman George Walko

58 years ago, 9 April 1967 Alan Douglas Fredrickson of “B” Battery Searchlights 29th Artillery was “Killed
in Action” at LZ Charles near AnKhe, Vietham. He was from Houghton, Michigan. The Vietham Wall Panel
18E-Row 003. Several years ago, | found the following account of that action by Captain Roy Benson, the
former Company Commander who had just rotated back to An Khe base camp about two weeks earlier.

An Event of Major Proportions
An Attack on “B” Company, 1st Battalion 12th Cavalry (AIRBORNE)
While Defending the Division Green Line at An Khe on April 9, 1967
by Capt. Roy Benson

Near the end of March of 1967, the 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry (Airborne) was deployed back to An Khe
from Binh Dinh Province and assumed the mission of defending parts of the so-called Green Line (hame
given to the defensive perimeter all around the 1st Cavalry Division base camp at An Khe). When we first
arrived back (B Company), | was ready for a change and felt totally exhausted, emotionally and physically.
As a result, LTC Eggers and | decided that for the benefit of the troops, it might be time for a new company
commander. Given the timing and location, | was reassigned back to the Battalion Staff, again as the S2
Intelligence Officer and Captain Joseph Tomko replaced me as Commanding Officer of B Company. At the
time, someone apparently had decided that the defense of the main base of the Division at An Khe would
best be served by a series of fixed/static strong points just outside of the perimeter of the division base
camp. Thus, several platoons and the company command post (CP) occupied one of these strong points
(LZ Charles), and on April 9, 1967, B Company was attacked on LZ Charles by a NVA Sapper unit (See
Sketch below). During this attack, Capt. Tomko was seriously wounded and subsequently died from those
wounds on June 1st. On the night of this attack | was on duty in the Battalion Command Center and could
hear the attack take place at a distance. We were unable to make radio contact with B Company from the
get-go. | asked and got permission from LTC Eggers to be one of the first to fly out to the strong point at
first light and | did so. Upon landing | encountered some of the command group radio operators (RTO’s)
that | had served with the previous 5 months or so and looked around and saw all the dead and wounded.
It was sad to see all the destruction and injuries to a group of men that | had worked with for a long period
of time. | felt somewhat guilty for not being there. By the end of March, | was a reasonably seasoned and
tried Company Commander with combat experience behind me. Captain Tomko was brand new and was
lacking in field and combat experience. | am sure the loss of men, both wounded and dead on that night
are not of his making, but in my mind | always have wondered if the outcome might have been different
had | stayed in command just a while longer. | recall several days later going to the field hospital to see
some of the members of the command group B Company that had serious wounds. | recall talking to



“Rocky” one of the command group radio operators, and it tore me up. | felt guilty then and to a large
extent, still do for “deserting” the company.

Sketch of attack by NVA Sappers on elements of B Company while occupying LZ Charles
strong point on the An Khe “Green Line” in April of 1967. This chart was actually shown to
the Assistant Division Commander right after the attack.

George Walko reflections: Similar to Capt. Benson, | have dealt with some torment since then, not
knowing if the searchlight was non-operable at the time, preventing detection of the VC before they
breached the perimeter. | had been in the hospital in Japan when the attack occurred and to this day
wonder if that was the situation; had | been there to repair the “light” the disaster may not have happened.

July 4, 1967

NOTE: | returned from Japan in early May and saw Alan’s Jeep which was still at Camp Townes. The above
left picture, although not mine, is how | saw it and has been attributed to another battery’s destroyed

Searchlight. | did take the picture on the right during the July 4th standdown and the man on the far right
is the same as to in the left picture.



NDQSA Wooden Bench Donated

On 4 June 2025, the National Dusters, Quads & Searchlights
Association, Inc. donated a wooden bench to the Air Defense Artillery
Training Support Facility at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. The bench is engraved
with our name and the dates that air defense units were in Vietham. This

came about through discussion with Correy Twilley, the curator of the

ADA Training Facility and an associate member of NDQSA. The year
before NDQSA had facilitated getting a bench made for Leland Chandler
and a second bench would balance the entryway. Leland Chandler is a
World War Il Veteran of the 60th Coast Artillery in Corregidor. He became a Japanese prisoner of war and
survived 3 1/2 years as a POW in Osaka, Japan. He is an Honorary Member of NDQSA. For Leland
Chandler’s story please read his scrapbook on this NDQSA website.

The Most Gangster Tank of Vletnam M42 Duster
Tactically Acquired Nick runs a YouTube channel that N '

blends in-your-face one line humor with random facts

and video clips to inform and educate his audience

about military equipment. The channel name describes
what many of us did in the “Nam” - took ownership of something like
a case of steaks or Seabee generator and didn't get caught. In this
June 2025 video he looks at the Duster. The video is entertaining and
has some good material, but it also has a lot of embedded
advertisements.

Take a look if you are ready for a wild ride. https://share.google/4D6tHOEjztLOX5fx0
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NDQSA Membership Roster

The NDQSA membership roster is published
Confidential Protected Personal Information i . . . . .
S biennially. It is only going to be available to active
S (23 % .
,§’£‘”‘é"% Membership Roster 2026 regular members whose dues are paid-up as of
@Jﬁg &g, Authorized access - Active dues paying December 31, 2025, with publication in January
</ @ Géq members of NDQSA only A X X
CHLY 2026. It is commercially printed only once as a
National Dusters, Quads & Searchlights Association, Inc. limited edition. If you miss this opportunity,
Contains member personal and private information beca use you are not current W|th your dues and
distribution beyond initial recipient Active NDQSA member is not authorized
disclosure protection required — destroy when no longer needed are in inactive Status’ |t W|” be two yea rs before
o If Found return to NDQSA Secretary Richard Burmood we prlnt agaln. AII NDQSA Membership Rosters
Savoy, IL 61874 . .
O shal: i gnaL ) are mailed USPS even to those who want their

newsletter via email. Check your address label on this newsletter. We always tell you what year your dues
are paid through or if you are inactive. Thank you for financial supporting your association.


https://share.google/4D6tHOEjztLOX5fx0

Members Reports of NDQSA Board of Directors Meetings

The NDQSA Board of Directors meet several times a year, usually via telephone conference calls. Official
minutes of these proceedings are maintained by the secretary in accordance with the NDQSA Bylaws.
These members’ reports capture and condense the most relevant information. They are shared in the
newsletter and are also posted to the website, which affords another opportunity to keep the NDQSA
membership informed about the business of the association. With the pending change in newsletter policy,
the website becomes even more important to the regular members who are in inactive status.

Members Report NDQSA Board of Directors Meeting June 4, 2025

The annual reunion board of directors meeting was held at the Holiday Inn Riverwalk Hotel, San Antonio,
Texas on June 4, 2025.

The board approved taking $10,000 out of the treasury to fund the Memorial Trust and bring it closer to its
initial objective of $50,000.

Mr. Correy Twilley, the director/curator of the U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Training Support Facility and
Museum on Fort Sill was approved as an associate member. He is a friend of NDQSA and has worked
closely with us on several heritage projects over the past five years.

The board discussed the association’s rising costs of operations and that a significant portion of those
costs was in printing and mailing the newsletters. After debate and a series of shaping votes, the BOD
revised the newsletter policy. The new policy is that members who have never paid dues and have not
started paying dues by the end of the year will no longer receive a newsletter until they pay dues. Members
who have paid dues anytime within our records since 2008, as well as our other specially identified
recipients, will continue to receive newsletters.

Members Report NDQSA Board of Directors Meeting July 8, 2025
A regular teleconference board of directors (BOD) meeting was held on July 8, 2025.

The $10,000 treasury transfer to the NDQSA memorial trust, approved at the last meeting, brought the
trust deposit balance to $35,105 with a value of $37,013.13 as of 6/30/25.

The 4-8 June annual reunion in San Antonio, Texas was a success. Highlights will be in the next newsletter.

The next newsletter will be in September. It will contain important information about the change in
newsletter policy for inactive members that have never paid their membership dues.

The website is being restructured to accommodate planned expansion and additional material. Most of the
old website stories have now been published and the rest will be completed soon. The photo page has
been restructured into a weapon system and unit catalog architecture.

Members Report NDQSA Board of Directors Meeting September 2, 2025
A regular teleconference board of directors (BOD) meeting was held on 2 Sep 25.

The NDQSA memorial trust currently has $35,000 deposited with a market value of over $38,000. The
initial capitalization goal remains at $50,000.

The board received information about the Gold Star family of Calvin Douglas Gunter. Specialist Gunter was
a searchlight operator assigned to B/29th SLT, who died in honorable service to his country on June 29,
1971, at Fire Support Base Tan Cahn. His sister Donna Newman has inquired about her brother through
NDQSA member John Korzek. The board voted to make Donna Newman an associate member of NDQSA
because of her Gold Star family status.

The 43rd NDQSA reunion location and dates are set for planning as Louisville , Kentucky with hotel and
activities still being worked by the reunion committee. Dates for planning are Wednesday, 30 September
2026, through Sunday, 4 October.

The next newsletter will be in September. It will contain important information about the change in
newsletter policy for inactive members. Starting 1 January 2025, newsletters will only be sent to active
members who are current with their dues.



On September 2, 2025, the NDQSA board of

directors voted to recognize Donna Newman
* as an Associate Member of NDQSA. We honor
her as the Gold Star family member of one of

our fallen brothers, Calvin Douglas Gunter.

Specialist Gunter was a searchlight operator
assigned to Bravo Battery, 29th Artillery, which was attached to the
4th Battalion, 60th Artillery for command and control and operating
with B Battery 4th/60th whose headquarters was in Pleiku (Artillery
Hill). Calvin died in honorable service to his country on June 29, 1971,
at Fire Support Base Tan Cahn, Kontum Province, north of Pleiku and
1 kilometer Southeast of Dak To City, Vietnam.

Donna and her husband Randy came to our attention when they
contacted John Korzek, B/4/60, because he posted a tribute on
Calvin Gunter's virtual Wall of Faces page. Even after all these years
Donna still wants some closure and to feel closer to the brother she hardly knew. We do not treat the loss
of these men in Vietnam as closure. They live with us every day, and we honor their memory and legacy.
There may be some out there who have stories or pictures of Calvin Gunter. If so, please email them to us
and we will share with the family. Please use this official email: ndgsaprojects@gmail.com

TAPS
MEMBERS WHO HAVE PASSED
Name Unit Yrs Date Loc
Leo Weeker 4/60-C 66-67 10/13/23 NM
Swanson Jennings 5/2-B 67-68 09/20/14 KY
Theodore Flood B-29 SLT 69-70 09/14/18 VA
Ernie Smock 6/56-C Hawk 67-68 02/18/06 1A
Richard Dalstein ~ 5/2-A 67-68 07/13/24 MO
Irvin Livingston 5/2-H 70-71 08/31/15 Wi
Ralph Bohinski 4/60-A 67-68 09/28/19 TX
Thomas Swint G-65 Quads 66-67 01/07/23 GA
Wayne Gang 4/60-B 70-71 05/15/18 NY
Jerry Duff 4/60-C 70-71 10/13/16 KY
Clifford Finkle B/5/2,D/4/60 67-68 05/26/25 M obituary:
https://www.henrymmalburg.com/obituaries/clifford-finkle
Richard Jackson D-71 Quads 67-68 11/16/24 co
John Stencil 1l 5/2-H 67-68 03/19/25 co obituary:
https://www.taborfuneralhome.com/obituary/John-Stencellll
Michael Gates 5/2-C 68-70 12/12/18 MA
Paul Mahoney 5/2-D 68-69 03/19/25 MA obituary:
https://www.tlcfuneralhome.com/obituary/Paul-Mahoney
Arthur Miller 1/44-B 68-69 01/18/25 VA
Franklin Ward 1/44-D 66-67 12/11/24 DE obituary:
https://baytobaynews.com/stories/It-col-franklin-manning-ward-88,208953
Daniel Moadus 4/60-C 67-68 12/12/24 OH
Jackie Carver E-41 Quads 67-68 09/06/25 AL obituary:
https://www.newhorizonmemorial.com/m/obituaries/jackie-carver
They will be missed, and we give honor to their service and to their families.



mailto:ndqsaprojects@gmail.com
https://www.henrymmalburg.com/obituaries/clifford-finkle
https://www.taborfuneralhome.com/obituary/John-StencelIII
https://www.tlcfuneralhome.com/obituary/Paul-Mahoney
https://baytobaynews.com/stories/lt-col-franklin-manning-ward-88,208953
https://www.newhorizonmemorial.com/m/obituaries/jackie-carver

National Dusters, Quads & Searchlights Association

Membership Dues and Roster Update Form

First Name:
Middle Name:
Last Name: DONATIONS
. . NDQSAis a 501(c)19
NICkname tax exempt veterans
A . organization and
Name of Spouse or significant other: your donations help
preserve our heritage.
Ma||mg AddFESSZ Please be generous.

Street or PO box:

City:

State: Zip Code: -

Email Address:

Home Phone:

Cell Phone:

Vietnam Service Information:

Dates of 1% Tour: (mo/yr.): / To
Dates of 2™ Tour: (mo/yr.): / To
Primary MOS:

Primary Battery and Unit:
Attached to:

Additional Units if transferred or reassigned:

Names of Combat Bases and major operations:

Rank (highest grade while in Vietnam) - Officer: NCO: EM:

Valor Awards: PH__ DSC SS BS/V____  ACM/V____ OTHER_____ .
Dues $25.00 per Year - Enclosed: 1year_ 2vyears__ 3vyears_  4vyears______ 5years______
Dues Lifetime Membership $250.00

Donations may be designated

NDQSA Memorial Trust donation to provide perpetual care of the Fort Sill memorials:

Donation to the association to support newsletters, websites, and other projects:

**¥* Total Enclosed Check:

**preference to receive your NDQSA Newsletter — Check One: Email USPS

Mail Check to: NDQSA
PO Box 149
Savoy, IL 61874




NDQSA
PO Box 149
Savoy, IL 61874

Forward Service Requested

1966 VIETNAM 1973

First to Fire...Last to Leave

September 2025 Newsletter
President’s Message to members
Reunion 2025 San Antonio, Texas
President’s Message on Newsletters
Searchlight Battle B/29 by George Walko
M42 Duster YouTube Video

Member Reports on Board Meetings
Gold Star Family Request

TAPS
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