
    CIVIL WAR TIMES 
LEE-MEADE CLASH AT 

GETTYSBURG! 

REBS SEIZE TOWN IN HARD FIGHT 

Yankee Forces Massing For 
Showdown Battle 

GETTYSBURG, Pa. ς The Confederate 
Army of Northern Virginia seized this 
little southern Pennsylvania town 
yesterday afternoon after routing two 
infantry corps and a cavalry division of 
th Union Army of the Potomac in bitter 
fighting west of here. 

But broken units of the 1st and 11th 
U. S. Corps re-established themselves 
in a strong defensive position just 
south of here by nightfall. 

As fresh Union troops steamed 
northward from Maryland, a 
showdown battle shaped up between 
the invading army of Gen. Robert E. 
Lee and the Army of the Potomac, 
under the newly appointed 
commander, Maj. Gen. George G. 
Meade.  

 

 
 
Both sides suffered heavy 

casualties in the day long action under 
a hot sun. Among the Union dead was 

Maj. Gen. John F. Reynolds, popular 
commander of the 1st Corps. 

 
Union Defense Collapses 
The Federal forces first stopped 

the Rebel assault cold but their 
defense collapsed later in the day 
under heavy pressure from fresh 
Southern units in superior numbers. 
CƻǊŎŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DŜǘǘȅǎōǳǊƎΩǎ 

streets, the Union units lost several 
thousand prisoners. But by nightfall, 
the remnants had been reorganized on 
a height overlooking the town from 
the ǎƻǳǘƘΦ /ŀƭƭŜŘ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ Iƛƭƭέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
locals, this elevation enabled the 
Union artillery to fire upon the Rebels 
milling about Gettysburg and 
apparently discourage them from 
renewing their attacks. 

Union Army spokesmen made no 
effort to conceal the fact that the day 
ǿŜƴǘ ōŀŘƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦ ά²Ŝ 

did everything we could to hold the 
Rebs, but there were too many of 
ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ƙƛǘ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƛŘŜΦέ 
One highly placed officer said. 
άLǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ 

ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ ά²ƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ 
these new regiments moving up from 
ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ ōƻǊŘŜǊΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ aƛǎǘŜǊ [ŜŜΦέ 

According to the best available 
estimates, about 20,000 Union soldiers 
took part in ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ action. They 
were matched against approximately 
30,000 Rebels who poured in from the 
west and north. 

Federal losses were estimated at 
between 9,000 and 10,000: Rebel, at 
about half that number. 

Organized into three corps of 
three divisions ŜŀŎƘΣ [ŜŜΩǎ ƘƛǘƘŜǊǘƻ 
undefeated army is believed to include 
around 75,000 men. Union Army 
spokesmen refused to discuss the total 



troop strength but observers estimate 
that General Meade may have form 
85,000 to 90,000 men at his disposal. 

 
ά[ƛƪŜ ŀ {ƘƛŜƭŘέ 

These forces have been deployed 
on a broad front, like a shield 
defending Baltimore and Washington, 
while the Confederate troops have 
been marauding across southern 
Pennsylvania penetrating in force as 
far a Carlisle and York. 

But the bulk of the Confederate 
army of invasion has been 
concentrated west of here at 
Chambersburg and it was from that 
direction that the first attack came 
yesterday. Troopers of Brig. Gen. John 
.ǳŦƻǊŘΩǎ ŎŀǾŀƭǊȅ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ƻƴ ǇƛŎƪŜǘ 
duty west of Gettysburg, opened the 
action by firing upon a Confederate 
brigade fording a stream. 

Survivors of the scrap told 
reporters that the Rebels attacked but 
that the dismounted troopers, armed 
with repeating carbines, held them 
back for more than an hour. Then, 
supported by the two infantry brigades 
of Brig. Gen. James S Wadsworth, 
.ǳŦƻǊŘΩǎ ƳŜƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ 
along the height ŎŀƭƭŜŘ aŎtƘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 
Ridge. 

 
Fresh Rebels Attack 

Reinforced and amply supported 
by artillery, the Confederates hurled 
three regiments back momentarily to 
Seminary Ridge overlooking 
Gettysburg on the west, and nearly 
surrounded the 147th New York 
Regiment. 

A counterattack lead by the 6th 
Wisconsin Regiment regained the lost 
position and captured several hundred 
Confederate soldiers of DavƛǎΩ ōǊƛƎŀŘŜ 
who were trapped in an unfinished 
railroad cut. 

To the left of this area, General 
Reynolds directed aŜǊŜŘƛǘƘΩǎ άLǊƻƴ 
.ǊƛƎŀŘŜέ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ ŀ ǿƻƻŘ 
lying on the western face of 
aŎtƘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ wƛŘƎŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 

10:15 am. That Reynolds was shot 
from his horse. 

Maj. Gen. Abner Doubleday 
assumed temporary command of the 
1st Corp. The Iron Brigade took 
possession of the woods and in the 
process captured Brig. Gen. James J. 
Archer and several hundred members 
of his Confederate brigade. 

 
Attack Checked 

By noon, the 1st Corps had 
established a mile-long battle line and 
was successfully holding in check at 
least two Rebel divisions, believed to 
be commanded by Maj. Gens. Henry 
Heth and William D. Pender. 

The approach of two new Rebel 
Divisions-Rodes and Early-from the 
north placed his position in jeopardy, 
however. The Union 11th Corps, 
commanded by Maj. Gen. Carl Schurz, 
was rushed up and posted in the open 
fields north of Gettysburg to meet the 
new threat. 

This placed the two Federal corps 
in nearly perpendicular lines-one 
facing west, the other north. The two 
corps did not join force their lines 
properly, however, survivors 
ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ wƻŘŜǎΩ wŜōŜƭ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ 
ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴŎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άhŀƪ 
Iƛƭƭέ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ Ŧƭŀƴƪ 
of the 1st Corp and the left of the 11th. 
άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ǳǎ 

ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΣέ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ 
commented last night. 

Confederate artillery set up on Oak 
Hill and was able to rake the rear of 
both Union corps. 

 
Rebel Losses 

In their early attempts to smash 
the right of the 1st Corp with infantry, 
however, the Rebels did less well. The 
brigade commanded by Brig. Gen. 
Henry Baxter caught an advancing 
Confederate brigade in flank and shot 
down so many that the remainder of 
the Rebel force-some 500 men- 
surrendered on the spot. 

Later, the unit was identified as 
InversonΩs North Carolinians. άThey 

had us like sitting ducks,έ one of the 
prisoners said. άWe didnΩt have no 
choice but to give up.Ω 

Farther to the right, the Rebel 
division of Maj. Gen. Jubal A. Early 
struck hard against the front and right 
of flank of the 11th Corps. Composed 
mostly of German immigrants, the 
units of this Corp held their exposed 
position bravely for a while. But finally 
under overwhelming attach from both 
infantry and artillery, they fell back to 
Gettysburg. 

 
11th Corp Routed 

With the Rebels tearing at their 
flanks and heels, the Corp lost all 
semblance of organization. 
άI never saw anything like it,έ said 

an artillery officer who watched the 
rout through field glasses from 
Cemetery Hill. άWagons and guns were 
all jammed up in the streets. Those 
poor Germans didnΩt know which way 
to turn. ItΩs a wonder the Rebs didnΩt 
capture more.έ 

Even after the collapse of the 11th 
Corps, the men of the 1stcontinued to 
fight. Forced off McPhersonΩs Ridge, 
they clung to a line along Seminary 
Ridge for a time but finally had to 
withdraw to prevent being taken from 
the rear. The retreat of the 1st Corps 
was a more orderly than that of the 
11th but even so, a number of men 
were taken prisoner. 

= = = = = 
 
This is but a small taste of the rich 

history you will be exposed to during 
our 36th Reunion of NDQSA this June 
in Gettysburg. We hope it will spur 
many more of you to seriously 
consider coming to this particular 
reunion.  Make this the year you 
finally come to a reunion and to all 
the faithful attendees, we have great 
activities planned. So make your hotel 
reservation NOW. Call you buddies! 
Make it happen, you might not get 
another chance. Brothers 
thenΧBrothers Forever!!! 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters 

 Its reunion time again.  There has 

been a lot of planning going into 

this reunion. 

Bob Lauver and Bruce Geiger 

have once again planned a very 

good reunion.  These two guys do the real work it takes 

to put the reunions together.  Please thank them for all 

their hard work.  Paul Kopsick keeps everything 

organized with the tracking of members and the 

publishing of the newsletter.  Thank you Paul. 

Thanks to all the Board Members that have served the 

last 4 years.  I couldn't have served as your President 

without the hours these guys do to support me and this 

group. Thank you to all the women that work the 

tables. I would also like to thank my wife Sally for all 

her help. I could not do it without her support. 

Soécome join us at the Gettysburg Reunion.  Lots of 

fun and learn about our countryôs history. 

 It's been a real pleasure serving as your President. 

I LOVE YOU GUYS 

Forever yours   John F. Huelsenbeck 

President NDQSA 
 

FEATURED STORIES: 

Gettysburg Details 

My Story - Deward Pokrony G-55 
 

MEMBERS THAT HAVE PASSED  

Samuel óPeteò Vick, A-4/60 ô71 May2015  

Harry Lippert, C-5/2 ô68-69 19Mar17 TX 

Onnie Rajamaki, A-5/2 ô67-68 28Mar17 IL 

Dale J. Paulin, E-41 ô70-71 13May17 WI 

Franklin D. Graham, D-71 ô66-67 8Sep16 

 Walter Doc Washington, C-1/44  

Paul Gulas, E-41 ô67-68 7Oct17 NV 

Doug Francescon, G-29 ô67-68 30Oct17 WA 

1SGT James Tubbs, E-41 ô71-72 5Dec17 CO 

CO Thomas Welch, C-5/2 ô69 5Feb18 TX 

Bernard Walasavage, A-5/2 ô66-67 9Feb18 PA 

Terry Gorby, D-1/44, ô67-68 18Feb18 PA 

Col. Chuck Meadows G-2/5 Marines Hue 

Guest speaker at Tacoma Reunion, 1Mar18 
 

They will be missed and we give honor to their service, 

their lives and their families. 

There is more information and links to obituaries on my 

Facebook page: Dqs historian 
 

 

NEW MEMBERS/ CONTACTS 
 

Raymond Finley, I-29
th
 SLT ó70 

Thomas Myers, D-5/2 ô69-70 

Joe Pinto, A-6/71 HAWK ô66-67 

David Soper, B-5/2 ô69-70 

Ed Gillette, G-65 ô67-68 

 

  

If the name is blue and underlined, you can click on it 

and send a message to the new member. Maybe he 

knows someone you served with? Send him an email!! 

 

 

 

mailto:sjfarms46710@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/dqs.historian
mailto:tscottmyers@gmail.com
mailto:ed@rudolphcars.com


DO YOU HAVE AN EMAIL ADDRESS?  

Two pieces of contact information that frequently 

change are cell phone numbers and email 

addresses. Typically there are about a half dozen 

emails sent out each year to every member with a 

valid (current) email address on record with the 

Historian. If you (or a spouse) have an email 

address and you have not received any emails from 

me, dqshistorian@cox.net, it is time for you to 

record your email address with him. Simply click 

here and identify yourself clearly (full name). You 

might as well confirm your telephone numbers in 

the same email. When an email is sent to a bad 

email address, the Historian tries to contact the 

member by phone to determine their status. This is 

a time consuming effort, but it does give him a 

chance to talk to members.  

 

CELL PHONE NUMBER UP DATES 

 

We have a lot of families that routinely change cell 

phones or move away from land-line phone to only 

cell phones. Also many inactive members have not 

had any contact with the historian in many years, 

and we do not know if your addresses and phone 

numbers are correct. Sooooéplease take a 

moment and call (202) 262-9560 or email the 

historian with your current contact info. If you do 

not have a computer, use the multipurpose form 

and just fill out the personal info side of the form 

and mail it in. PLEASE!!! 

 

2018/19 Membership Rosters 
 

The 2018/19 membership rosters will be printed 

and mailed out in March after we get a good 

number of 2018 dues payments in, so please 

update you contact information. Especially phone 

numbers and email addresses as they change. 

When you get your roster there will also be your 

2018 membership card and 2018 Ballot.  

 

Voting this year is for the executive officers: 

President, Vice President, 2
nd

  VicePresident, 

Treasurer and Secretary. All ACTIVE (dues 

paying members) are required to send in their 

completed ballots when they receive it along with 

their rosters.  Voting is your right and duty! 

 

 

 

 

BRICKMANIA  NEWS 

NEW OFFER for Quad.50 guys!!  

 

David Siskind, the owner of Brickmania and a good 

friend to NDQSA has just committed to  making a 

special issue M55 Quad .50 Gun Truck Lego kit for 

NDQSA members. It will be  based on their 2012 kit of 

the M35A2 truck and M55 gun mount that had a very 

limited run of 50 kits,. David is not sure if it will be on a 

5-ton truck or the original M-35. David has gotten much 

better over the years so this update will likely be 

incredible. He will include a decal for the gun shield 

with the artwork for ñThe Widow Makerò a common 

theme among all the four Quad 50 batteries. 

So if you want to pre-order a quad.50 kit send me a 

email ASAP or leave me a message on my cell phone 

with your complete contact information. The price is not 

set but I can assure you that it will be more than fair. IF 

we get 50 orders he says that he will try to have them in 

time for the Gettysburg Reunion. This is Davidôs way of 

honoring the men that served on these unit in Vietnam. 

 - Paul KopsickČ  pre-order now email link  

Note: I still have a few of the Xenon Searchlight Jeep 

kits available for $135 each. Proceeds go to our 

Searchlight Jeep restoration project funds. Contact Paul 

if you want one.  

FINAL NOTICE: If you signed up for the limited NDQSA 

edition M42A1 Brickmania Duster kit and did not get your 

order in, contact Paul. You may still be able to complete your 

order. If you do not check in ASAP any remaining kits will be 

offered to other members, first come first serve. 

mailto:dqshistorian@cox.net
mailto:dqshistorian@cox.net
https://brickmaniatoys.com/
mailto:dqshistorian@cox.net
https://brickmaniatoys.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/1012_searchlightjeep_cover560.jpg


The DMZ 1966 to 1968 TET Offensive 

Celebration ***  RECAP 

On January 23
rd

 and 24
th
, 2018, NDQSA 

members celebrated the 50
th
 Anniversary of 

the 1968 TET Offensive. 

Army and Marine veterans who fought 

alongside Twin 40mm Dusters, Quad 50 

Machineguns and Searchlight units along the DMZ from 

Dong Ha to Gio Linh, Con Thein, Camp J.J. Carroll, 

Khe Gio Bridge, Rock Pile, Delta-5, LZ Stud, Khe Sanh, 

Quang Tri and as far south as Hue City 

participated is this historic event.  

The constant fighting along the DMZ area, from 

1966 to the 1968 Tet Offensive played an 

important role in winning! Therefore, I have 

decided to offer you a chance to come together, 

talk about each fight, remember our brothers who were 

lost, and celebrate the victories that we achieved. 

The event was coordinated by Vinny and Sue 

Tedesco and held in State College, PA  

January 23
rd

 ï Around 16:00 to 17:00 - Our group 

met at Penn State College with their ROTC. 

Group Topics for discussion will be ñLessons 

Learnedò and ñWhat makes a great Lieutenantò 

 

January 24
th
 - Starting at 0945 with a welcome. Joe 

Belardo was the moderator for discussions about the 

fights along the DMZ and Route 9 from Dong Ha to Khe 

Sanh. At 1300, Bob Lauver was the moderator for 

discussions about the Battle of Hue City and other fights 

during TET. At 1500, Bruce Geiger was the 

moderator for discussions about the siege of 

Khe Sanh, the Hill Fights and Operation 

Pegasus the Relief of Khe Sanh. Power point 

videos were shown to help with these programs 

and bring back memories. 

 

We had a simple buffet dinner from 1700 until 1830 

where we also had a short memorial ceremony to 

honor those that were KIA and other brothers that 

passed in the last 50 years. This will be supported 

by the Army ROTC. We will end the evening 

with a ñPARTYò and entertainment by the 

famous female guitarist KJ Smile. 

The goal of this reunion was to celebrate the 

combined military victories that 1
st
/44

th
 Dusters & G-65 

Quad 50ôs and Marines played in winning the battles 

from the DMZ to Hue City.  

Also while at the 50th Anniversary of Tet 

gathering at State College on January 24th, 

Col. V. Tedesco arranged for a 

videographer/reporter from Penn State 

University (Ms. Min Xian) to come and Min 

took oral histories from several of the 

attendees that were involved in the Ambush on Route 9 

and other Tet actions. Included were: Vinny Tedesco; 

Joseph Belardo; and John Huelsenbeck of C-1/44th. 

Also interviewed were Bruce Geiger (A-1/44) discussing 

the Battles at Khe Sanh and Robert Lauver (G-65) 

discussing the attack on Hue city.  

Min and her group have posted the following brief video 

summary on their Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/wpsu.org/videos/101559843

14748490/  

https://www.facebook.com/joseph.belardo.3?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/john.huelsenbeck.3?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/wpsu.org/videos/10155984314748490/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/wpsu.org/videos/10155984314748490/?fref=mentions


 

  

36th Annual Reunion           

άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ DŜǘǘȅǎōǳǊƎέ 
June 5th ς June 10th, 2018 

(Official Schedule & Prices) 

 

Tuesday 5 June 2018 

1:00pm - ?  Registration opens in Hospitality Room 

You are on your own to explore area attractions. 

Evening - Hospitality Room Activities at the Hotel 

Hospitality Room closes at ~ 12:00 Midnight 

 

Wednesday 6 June 2018 

Registration in the Hospitality Room 

Eisenhower Home & Farm Bus Tour (approx.2-1/2 hrs) 

Staggered Buses leave 9:00 AM ς 3:00PM 

Bus Tour $25pp (per person) 

Open Afternoon Lunch & Sightseeing On Your Own 

Evening - Hospitality Room Activities at the Hotel 

Guest Speaker/Historian: Battle of Gettysburg 

Hospitality Room closes at ~12:00 Midnight 

 

Thursday 7 June 2018 

Carlisle, PA Bus Tour 
Army Heritage & Education Center (Army War College) 

Memorial Service, Tour Museums (Indoor & Outdoor) Duster Exhibit  
All Activities, Admissions & Lunch: $45 per person  

8:45 AM Gather in Lobby - 9:00 AM Buses Leave 
12:00 Noon Lunch 

3:30 PM Buses Leave for the Hotel 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ Ψслǎ bƛƎƘǘ ς Compliments of NDQSA 

6:00 PM Hotel Grounds 
Hospitality Room closes at ~12:00 Midnight 

 

Friday 8 June 2018 
Gettysburg Museum & Visitors Center Film 

Battlefield Bus Tour 
All Activities, Admissions & Lunch: $50 per person  

8:45 AM Gather in Lobby - Buses leave 9:00 AM 
12:00 Noon Lunch 

3:00 PM Buses Leave for the Hotel 

Evening -  Hospitality Room Activities at the Hotel 
Hospitality Room closes at ~12:00 Midnight 

 
Saturday 9 June 2018 

9:00 AMτ11:00 AM Annual Business Meeting* Room TBD 
*Members Attendance Required 

9:00 AMτ11:00 AM ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻƴǘΦ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ wƻƻƳ 
12:00 PMτ3:30 PM NDQSA Luncheon Banquet, Guest Speakers and Awards: $45 pp 

Evening Auctions and Rafflesτ5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ 9ǾŜƴǘΗ  
Hospitality Room closes at ~12:00 Midnight 

 

Sunday 10 June 2018 

9:00 AM /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ wƻƻƳ followed by cleanup and out by noon. 
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ñOperation Gettysburgò  

Gettysburg, PA 

June 5
th
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th

, 2018 

 

 

 

 

NDQSA is pleased to announce that our 36th Annual 
Reunion will be in Gettysburg, PA.  Bruce Geiger & 

Bob Lauver have negotiated a great deal at the 

Wyndham Gettysburg Hotel 
95 Presidential Circle 
Gettysburg, PA 17325 

1(717)339-0020 

 

Direct Hotel Phone Reservations:  

1(717)339-ллнл άǇǊŜǎǎ оέ  

>>Online reservations link click here<< 
Use Group Code: NDQS Reunion 

Room Rate: $119 + tax single/double 
Room Rate includes: Free Parking, 10% discount 

Lƴ ƘƻǘŜƭΩǎ мусо wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ϧ [ƻǳƴƎŜ 

NDQSA Group Rate 2 days before & after 
Nearest Airport is Harrisburg, PA 46 miles 

Attendees responsible for making their own airport transportation 
arrangements 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/groups/ndqs-reunion
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/groups/ndqs-reunion

